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SUBJECT: SOVIET REACTION TO SECRETARY'S VISIT TO CHINA 
REF: (A) MOSCOW 12324, (B) MOSCOW 12392 

SUMMARY: EXCEPT FOR A SOMEWHAT BELATED ARTICLE ON TENG S 
AP INTERVIEW, THE SOVIET PRESS AND MFA OFFICIALS HAVE 
GIVEN LITTLE ATTENTION TO THE SECRETARY'S VISIT TO CHINA. 

THE LIMITED AND CAUTIOUS COVERAGE OF THE VISIT CONTRASTS 
WITH A RECENT UPSWING IN ANTI-PRC POLEMICS, THE TIMING OF 
WHICH COULD BE CONNECTED WITH CONCLUSION OF THE ELEVENTH 
PARTY CONGRESS AS WELL AS THE VANCE AND TITO VISITS TO 
CHINA. END SUMMARY. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 13172 091929Z 

1 . EXCEPT FOR SEPT. 9 PRAVDA TASS ARTICLE ON TENG 
INTERVIEW (PARA 4), THE SOVIET PRESS AND OUR WORKING LEVEL 
CONTACTS IN MFA HAVE CONTINUED TO REFLECT 

LITTLE INTEREST IN THE SECRETARY'S VISIT TO CHINA. IN A TWO HOUR 
CONVERSATION WITH MFA CHINA DESK OFFICER KRYUKOV ON AUGUST 26 (THE 
SECRETARY'S LAST DAY IN PEKING), KRYUKOV RAISED SUBJECT ONLY BRIEFLY 
AND QUICKLY MOVED ON TO OTHER CHINA-RELATED TOPICS FOLLOWING 
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EMBOFF'S SHORT EXPF AN ATION ON EXPLORATORY NATURE OF THE VISIT. 

2. THE SOVIET CENTRAL PRESS HAS GENERALLY CONTINUED THE PATTERN 
OF LIMITED AND CAREFUL REPORTING OF THE VISIT REPORTED 

REF B. THE VISIT WAS COVERED IN TWO TASS PIECES SELECTIVELY 
REPORTING PRESIDENT CARTER S PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENTS IN 
WASHINGTON AND THE SECRETARY'S AND HUANG HUA'S COMMENTS TO THE PRESS 
IN PEKING. BOTH TASS PIECES REPORTED THE STATEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AND SECRETARY REGARDING (A) THE U.S. INTENTION TO MOVE TOWARD 
FULL NORMALIZATION WITH CHINA ON THE BASIS OF THE SHANGHAI 
COMMUNIQUE, AND (B) THE U.S. VIEW THAT IMPROVEMENT IN SINO-US 
RELATIONS IS NOT DIRECTED AGAINST ANY THIRD COUNTRIES. THE 
PEKING DATELINED TASS ITEM REPORTED HUANG HUA AS NOTING THE 
DIFFERENCES IN SOCIAL SYSTEMS AND IDEOLOGIES BETWEEN THE U.S. 

AND CHINA WHILE HOLDING THAT THERE ARE NEVERTHELESS MATTERS OF 
COMMON CONCERN AND MUCH IN COMMON BETWEEN THE U.S. AND CHINA IN 
THE CONTEXT OF THE PRESENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION. 

3. THE SOVIET PRESS, HOWEVER, DID NOT PASS UP TENG HSIAO 
PING'S SEPT. 6 INTERVIEW WITH AP. A SEPT 9 TASS ARTICLE IN 

PRAVDA QUOTES LIBERALLY FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES REPLAY OF THE 
AP STORY, NOTING THAT "AMERICAN POLITICAL OBSERVERS CONSIDER TENG S 
STATEMENTS AS AN UNDISGUISED POLICY OF PEKING'S LEADERS TO 
APPLY PRESSURE ON THE NEW U.S. ADMINISTRAION" . THE TASS ARTICLE 
CHARGES THAT CHINESE LEADERS USED THE VANCE TALKS TO UNDERMINE 
DETENTE IN EUROPE, CONVINCE THE U.S. OF THE NEED TO INCREASE 
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NATO'S STRENGTH, AND TO MOBILIZE A "WIDE FRONT" AGAINST THE USSR 
AND SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, AND CONCLUDES WITH THE OBSERVATION 
THAT TENGS STATEMENTS ARE YET ANOTHER INDICATION OF PEKING 
"ARCH-REACTIONARY POLICY" WHICH IS HOSTILE TO THE INTERESTS OF 
PEACE AND SOCIALISM. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT RULE OUT THAT THE 
SOVIETS MAY YET HAVE SOMETHING MORE SUBSTANTIAL TO 
SAY ON THE SECRETARY'S VISIT, ALL EVIDENCE TO DATE 

INDICATES THAT THEY INTEND AT LEAST OUTWARDLY TO TAKE THE VISIT 
IN STRIDE. IT IS NOTABLE, HOWEVER, THAT THIS RESTRAINED COVERAGE 
HAS COINCIDED WITH HEIGHTENED AND ACROSS THE BOARD SOVIET 
CRITICISM OF THE PRC LEADERSHIP IN THE WAKE OF THE ELEVENTH 
PARTY CONGRESS AND DURING THE VISITS OF SECRETARY VANCE AND 
PRESIDENT TITO TO PEKING. (SEPTEL) 

TOON 
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